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The purpose of this study is to describe the analysis of moral values in 
folklore in Kudus as teaching the material in literary learning. This 
research method used a descriptive qualitative analysis method. The 
object of this research is the folklore in Kudus. The data source of this 
research is the Holy community, teachers, and students. The data 
collection techniques of this research were literature study, observation 
technique, interview technique, and note-taking technique. The 
research instruments were observation sheets, interview sheets, and 
data cards. The data analysis technique is carried out in stages: (1) data 
collection, (2) data reduction, (3) data presentation, and (4) inference 
or verification of data and results. The results of the study revealed 
that folklore in Kudus contained moral values, namely cultural, social, 
and religious values. These values are an effective way to instill a 
culture and shape the nation's character. Strengthening the character of 
students is the key to the creation of a civilised society. Thus, literature 
needs to  be optimised for use as teaching material in learning 
literature.  
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Introduction 
 
Folklore is an artistic tradition and culture shared by large groups of people (Erren & Lewis, 
2019a). Folklore is part of the oral tradition of an area that is almost extinct if not studied. 
Public interest in learning folklore has begun to decline. Lore is one of the unique cultures 
possessed by each region, including in Kudus Regency. Folklore is a picture of life, complete 
with culture and moral values of life. 
Folklore serves as entertainment, and a means to instill moral values for its readers. Arbona 
& Chireac (2015) states that “folk literature represents an essential tool for intercultural 
education, a necessary step towards recognising and comprehending one’s history, one’s 
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roots and the unique symbols that form a nation’s identity.” Folklore is the identity of a 
nation to get to know a culture. 
 
Cultural problems may develop  an urgency that  needs resolving. The cultural crisis has hit 
most of the nations in several countries and become a severe problem. Cultural issues have an 
impact on the development of the government (Kuprina, Maslennikova, Lykova, & 
Bormotova, 2015; Martin, 2005; Poirier, Stamper-Carr, & Newman, 2017; Ter-Minasova, 
2015). Therefore, cultural issues need to be handled seriously through education. Education is 
a determinant of character formation (Khairutdinova, 2015; Kuprina et al., 2015; Le Mat, 
Kosar-Altinyelken, Bos, & Volman, 2019; Martin, 2005; Nasibulina, 2015; Poirier et al., 
2017; Ter-Minasova, 2015; Yachina, 2015). 
 
Literary works act as a medium of communication to convey the rules of moral values to  
readers — moral value as a provision for the formation of a nation's character. Al-Jubari, 
Mosbah, Talib, Sulaiman, & Jamal (2019), Arbona & Chireac (2015), dan Kostina, Kretova, 
Teleshova, Tsepkova, & Vezirov (2015) state that the national character is the category, 
reflecting the outer form of expressing mentality as a whole as well as stereotypes of 
behaviour, psychological inclinations, emotional and volitional reactions, behavioural 
tendencies of a nation. This means that moral values determine the formation of national 
character. 
 
Literary studies of the flow of moralism are not limited to one literary genre but are absolute. 
Literary studies of moralism have found examples in short stories, novels, poems, rhymes, 
and folklore. The works are essential to read  and study to convey moral values, especially for 
the younger generation. 
 
Moral values become the basis for the formation of national character through education. The 
most appropriate education is literary learning — moral values as a fundamental component 
of education to build a sustainable society. The concentration of moral values shapes the way 
of life and the ideals of a new social society by the realisation of a generation of character 
(Kuprina et al., 2015; Saechan, 2014; Ter-Minasova, 2015).  
 
Regarding these problems, a moral analysis of folklore in Kudus needs to be conducted to  to 
introduce the teachings to students. Lore  has much potential for literary learning teaching 
material  to aid character formation . 
 
Methods  
 
This research method used qualitative research , namely, descriptive analysis. This method is 
used to record and analyse coastal folklore. The steps of this research are: (1) identifying, (2) 
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searching and collecting, (3) analysing the moral values of folk in Kudus, and (4) compiling 
reports on research results. The object of this research is the folklore in Kudus, which has 
been sourced from primary and secondary sources. Data collection techniques used were 
literature study, observation techniques, interview techniques, and note taking notes. The 
research instrument used observation sheets, interview sheets, and data cards. The data 
analysis technique is a qualitative analysis technique, namely: (1) data collection, (2) data 
reduction, (3) data presentation, and (4) data conclusion or verification. 

 
Results and Discussion 
Analysis of the Moral Value of Folklore in Kudus 
 
Folklore, which has been used as the subject of this research, is folklore from Kudus. This 
folklore contained moral values conveyed by the ancestors to the next generation. 
 
The Origin of Jember Village 
 
The values contained in the story of the Origin of the Jember Village are cultural values and 
social values. The cultural value provided in the story is a passion for cocking carried out by 
the Kedu community. That culture creates harmony, tolerance, and togetherness. The story 
also included social values, namely the grace of nature to admit mistakes. Good people are 
people who want to recognise their own mistakes. This attitude can form a harmonious 
atmosphere and humanist society (Colvin, French, Siperstein, Capizzani, & Krishnamurthy, 
2018).  
 
The religious value in this story is the spiritual nature of Sunan Kudus. The observance is to 
pray after prayer. Devout worship can draw people closer to God and form the right person. 
Thus, the story of the Origin of the Jember Village contained cultural, social, and religious 
values that could be taught to the younger generation to create a harmonious society.  

 
The Origins of Hamlet Source and Bulusan 
 
The Story of the Origin of the Name of the Source of Hamlet and Bulusan contained religious 
and social values. His spiritual value is the positive attitude of Sunan Muria, who always 
visits and reads Al Quran. This attitude can be an example that humans must always obey 
God. Devotion can create peace and happiness in the world and the hereafter. 
 
Another value contained is social value. The social value is apologising. Guilty people don't 
necessarily want to apologise. Therefore, it is necessary to teach the need for apologies to 
those who are guilty. This attitude is the capital of creating harmony in life. Social problems 
often occur when quarrels occur, and no one apologises. A nation will remain united if there 
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is no animosity. According to Gluchmanova (2015), the nation's problems can  be prevented 
by the creation of moral and ethical human beings. Thus, the moral values in the story are 
essential  learning for students to create a public humanistic life. 
 
The Origin of Mlati Village 
 
The Story of the Origin of Mlati Village contained religious and social values. The value of 
religion is worship. Everyone must  show obedience as a form of gratitude to God. Mass can 
form discipline and behaviour. Discipline is not only in worship but is also needed in all 
fields. Discipline will create an orderly person so that a developed and literate country is built 
(Ayala-Perez & Joo-Nagata, 2019; Gluchmanova, 2015; Laosum, Kanjanawasee, & 
Pitayanon, 2016).  
 
The social values that emerge from the story are patience and responsibility. Patience is an 
attitude enabling a person to be able to accept everything calmly. Patient people  will be able 
to live better lives. Besides, patience is also needed by humans who are responsible so that 
excellent experience is formed. Responsibility is the key to completing work in all fields. 
According to (Afini Normadhi et al., 2019; Bontje & Slinger, 2017), developed countries 
needed humans who are responsible for all their work. Responsibility is the key to the 
progress of a country. Therefore, patience and accountability must  be possessed by the next 
generation of the nation. 
 
Princess Narayana Contest 
 
The story of the Princess Narayana Contest tells of a wife’s  obedience to her husband. The 
princess always keeps her promise. The attitude of a devout wife to her husband is the capital 
of creating a harmonious family life. The nation's next generation  will display character  
formed from families who have a directed education pattern. Education is the primary key to 
the formation of a person's character that starts from the family (Kerthyayana Manuaba, 
2017; Panigrahi, Srivastava, & Sharma, 2018; Subhash & Cudney, 2018; Ter-Minasova, 
2015).   
Another social value is honesty and helpfulness. The story of Sunan Muria is illustrated by 
those who love to help without expecting anything in return. A useful attitude which should  
be applied in everyday life. Community life that is not  built with mutual assistance will lead 
to selfishness. Selfish attitudes cause problems that currently occur in some countries. Selfish 
people don't want to help others. They think of themselves. Greed is a trait that must  be 
avoided because it can cause the division of a nation.  
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Moral Values in Literary Learning 
 
Literature is a picture of life in which moral and cultural values  are contained (Erren & 
Lewis, 2019b; Glock, Grosse, Jaber, & Smunt, 2019; Tevdovska, 2016; Vieira, Parsons, & 
Byrd, 2018). Values in literature  have much potential in shaping personal character and 
humanism (Poirier et al., 2017). Moral values become an essential component in the 
civilisation of a nation. 
 
The role of literature is very strategic in shaping characters so that it can  be optimised in  
literary learning. Nasibulina (2015) states that  “In the conditions of a global crisis education 
represents the most efficient way of forming a social and intellectual basis for the 
implementation of sustainable development principles and coevolution ideas.” Education is 
the most effective tool in shaping one's character and knowledge during global development. 
 
Literature is beneficial  for learning in schools. The introduction of  literature aims to instill 
cultural values and character formation. Literature learning is needed for teaching materials 
that are following the culture in Indonesia. Literature that developed in Indonesia has mostly 
been shaped by oral literature. Though oral literature has the potential to become extinct if it 
is not learned. Therefore, research must  be preserved through learning. 
 
Oral literature developed in Indonesia, one type of which is folklore. Folklore depicted a 
culture of local wisdom that is loaded with moral values. The results of the analysis of the 
moral value of folklore in Kudus can  be used as an amplifier of cultural values for students. 
Students have been introduced to folklore that has been written in book form and understand 
the contents of the story. Story values are explained one at a time and related to daily life. 
The benefits turned out to provide understanding for students about the costs of living. 
 
Literary learning by utilising folklore is considered more effective. Students can directly read 
and learn moral values  from the folklore. Important moral values to be learned from folklore 
in Kudus are cultural, social, and religious values. Cultural values are expected to be a means 
of cultural preservation in Indonesia. Social values play a role as personal shapers who are 
characterised by good behavior (Tan, Mahadir Naidu, & Jamil@Osman, 2018). Social values 
that arise from folklore in Kudus are willing to admit mistakes, apologise, take responsibility, 
be patient, and help one another. Fundamental religious values are for forming individuals 
who behave positively. Religion is control of behavior for everyone (Gibson, 2019; Lisievici 
& Andronie, 2016). 
 
Based on this discussion, it can  be concluded that moral values in literature are very 
appropriate  for use as teaching material. Moral values become a means in the formation of 
character to create a harmonious and humanist life. This is based on opinions noted by 
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Constantine (2009); Laosum et al. (2016); dan Schrijvers, Janssen, Fialho, De Maeyer, & 
Rijlaarsdam (2019) who state that character education can be formed through school by 
teaching moral values.  

 
Conclusion 
 
Literature is a picture of the life that is complete with the culture and moral values of life. 
Most of the literature that developed in Indonesia is oral literature, which has the potential to 
become extinct, though the literature contained moral values that  have much potential  for 
being taught to students. Moral values in literature can be a means to shape the character of 
the reader, so that a positive personality may be formed. Besides, literature can also  be used 
as a way to instill cultural values in students. The results of this study note that folklore in 
Kudus contains moral values, namely cultural, social, and religious values. These values are 
an effective way to instill a culture and shape the nation's character. The role of literature  has 
much potential  for developing the nature of the nation's next generation. Thus, it is necessary 
to optimise the use of literature as a teaching material in learning literature.  
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